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M/V Linda Taylor
A familiar face gets a new name

ALSO INSIDE: Captain Odis Armstrong — Simplicity At Its Finest | Biggest Loser Challenge

FROM THE DESK OF LEE LAMPTON

Want to
be rich?
Learn
to be
content

If you’ve ever seen a baby born, you
know they don’t come into the world
with a whole lot. They’re not holding
onto cigars, cars and a stock portfolio.
They don’t come into the world with
anything but a little umbilical cord and
that quickly gets cut.
And then, at your funeral, you don’t
take anything with you. The Bible teaches
that we should learn to be content.
What is contentment? Contentment
means my happiness is not dependent
upon circumstances. Most people get
caught into “when” thinking: “When I
get a certain job ... When I can retire ...
When I get the house paid off ... When
I get the bills paid off ... then I’ll be
happy!”
God says, “No, once you get there,
you’ll always want something else.” If you
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don’t learn
contentment,
you’ll never be
happy. You’ll
always want
more.
Yet true
godliness with
contentment
is itself great
wealth.
LEE
After all,
LAMPTON
we brought
PRESIDENT
nothing with
us when we
came into the world, and we can’t take
anything with us when we leave it. So if
we have enough food and clothing, let us
be content.

TITLE
COMMENTARY

The Water War continues wheelwash
The Missouri River has been a subject of
passion in this country since our founding.
Lewis and Clark were the first known
commercial navigators when they were sent
to explore the 2,619-mile-long river in 1804.
Today, this river system consists of six dams and
reservoirs in Montana, North Dakota, South
Dakota and Nebraska, making it the largest
reservoir system in North America. Commercial
navigation continues on this river, but not
without its problems.
Beginning in 1989 the basin experienced
its first major drought since the system began
operation in the 1930s. This drought, for the
most part, has continued until recently as we are
finally seeing signs of recovery. While water was
in short supply, stakeholders
began jockeying for their
interest and a water war has
been in full swing.
The Corps of Engineers
operates the system to serve
seven Congressionally
authorized purposes of
Flood Control, Navigation,
Irrigation, Hydropower, Water
Supply, Recreation and Fish
and Wildlife. During the
drought years many navigators
were forced off the river because of shallow
depths and low flows. Magnolia Marine is one of
the few navigators left on this once-busy shipping
river. Many factors have influenced the operation
of the system and some of these include Indian
tribal and township water supplies, recreation
influences and endangered species, including the
interior least turn, piping plover and the pallid
sturgeon. Many studies, lawsuits, programs,
threats and political ploys have also had influence
on how the river system is operated.
The latest threat to navigation is something
called the Missouri River Authorized Purposes
Study (MRAPS). This $25 million study was
authorized by Congress to review the seven
authorized purposes of the river system and to
determine if these purposes should be changed

in any way. Presently, navigation is a priority but
has been under attack by the upper states who
claim this wastes precious water from the six
mainstem reservoirs since most navigation takes
place on the lower 600 miles of the river. A third
party mediator group called The Osprey Group
has been contracted by the Corps to assist them
in conducting the five-year study. Recently, nine
MRAPS meetings were held from Bismark,
ND, to New Orleans, LA. Magnolia Marine
participated in the New Orleans meeting and
had David Humphreys representing us at the
focus group table and myself adding comments
in the public comment portion of the meeting.
Disappointingly, Magnolia was the only
navigation stakeholder invited to the table at the
New Orleans meeting.
Our main point was
that any alteration
of Missouri River
flows could disrupt
not only Missouri
River navigation but
also Mississippi River
VICE PRESIDENT,
navigation, especially
MARINE
on the lower 200
OPERATIONS
miles of the Upper
Mississippi River. We
presented facts and
figures of the negative
economic impact reduced drafts on this busy
stretch of river could have on the region and
the nation. We were pleased to see that the
study is directed to include navigation on the
Mississippi River in addition to the Missouri
River. We also stressed that we were deeply
concerned that the proper stakeholders were not
invited to the table and gave some ideas of how
to get navigation stakeholders involved.

ROGER
HARRIS

This will be a long process, but be assured
that Magnolia Marine will continue to remain
involved. I will keep you posted as we go
through the study process. More information
is available at http://mraps.ecr.gov which also
includes a survey that anyone can take on how
to best prioritize the Missouri River Purposes.
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Magnolia Marine
Transport’s
Mission Statement
Our goal is to transport
our customer’s product
in a manner that will
result in 100% customer
satisfaction. We will
achieve this goal through
a comprehensive system
incorporating conformance
to customer requirements
with an emphasis on safety,
environmental stewardship
and the continuous effort
to improve all phases of our
operation.
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EMPLOYEE
MPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

S

implicity

When it comes
to towboatin’,
it is no frills
for Captain
Odis Armstrong
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at its finest

Earlier this year Captain Odis Armstrong announced
his retirement. “Captain O.” will be missed, but we all
know he
deserves the
fruits of his
labor. In this
edition of
WheelWash,
we want to
get a glimpse
into the
life of the
Captain who
demonstrates
“simplicity at
Captain Odis Armstrong with one of his tools of retirement
its finest”.
Odis was born in Shreveport, La., and grew up in
Zwolle, La. When Odis was 16 years old he decided

EMPLOYEE SPOTLIGHT

Captain
Odis
Armstrong
in earlier
years and
today

Captain Odis Armstrong mows his yard
to work on boats, and that’s just what
he did. After Odis’ father signed a
minors’ release, Odis went to work
as a deckhand for a small company
in Houston, Texas, called JD Cayton
Towing Company. The youngster got his
start making $12 a day. As a young man
Odis stuck around with Cayton Towing
for a little over seven years. When
Captain O. left Cayton, he went to work
for Mar-Ray Towing, during which time
BY
he got turned loose in the wheel house
and reached the relief captain position.
In 1979, Captain Odis made the switch
to Magnolia Marine Transport. Odis was PERSONNEL
a pilot on the M/V Jimmy L., which at
ASSISTANT
the time was leased by MMT. In 1981,
Odis was the captain aboard the M/V Jimmy L. when the lease
ran out. The M/V Jimmy L. went back to the company it came
from and Odis went with the boat. However, in 1981 Captain O.
returned to Magnolia Marine.
Upon his arrival Odis was made the pilot on the M/V Valda.
Odis spent seven years on the Valda. Then he was asked to
consider being the Relief Captain on the M/V Jennie Dehmer,

SYD
JOHNSTON

which he did. Odis was proud to call the Jennie Dehmer home. In
2000, Odis was named Captain aboard the vessel he called home,
and served as the Captain until his retirement earlier this year.
What Odis really enjoys are the simple things: family, yard work
and house work. Odis’ retirement plans are to do exactly that:
more time with his beloved family, more time in the yard and
more time “piddling around the house”. Odis mentioned that he
didn’t “know how to act not working”. I’m sure he’ll keep himself
pretty busy. Odis will be real busy right now because of his period
of transition between northern Arkansas to settling in to his new
home in east Texas. Odis also mentioned he loved working at
MMT, and wanted to tell everyone he has worked with over the
years “thanks”; he said “that goes for everybody: deck crew, other
captains (who let him ride with them when the Jennie Dehmer
was in the shipyard, or if he tripped back), the folks in the office,
everybody”. Odis wanted to let everyone know “Magnolia
Marine was good to me” and that “I love being a part of Magnolia
Marine”. But at the end of the day, we want to thank you, Odis!
Thank you for all your years of dedication and hard work.
I’m sure we haven’t seen the end of Captain O. He already
wants to do some trip work. And if you have the opportunity
to ride with Odis, just know that when you do you’ll be simply
towboatin’. And when Odis is towboatin’ he’s no frills; simplicity
at its finest.
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HEALTH & FITNESS

Hefty prizes in store for MMT’s
Biggest Loser Challenge
We are proud to present to you MMT’S Biggest Loser Challenge
for Vessel and Shore MMT employees only.
We will start this challenge the month
of May and go through the month of
September. First, those who wish to
participate will need to be weighed
in here at the office in the month of
May or Wood River office, then once
again by the end of September. We will
take before and after photos of each
participant. The program will be awarded
on the biggest percentage of weight loss.
This will be done by taking your pounds
lost divided by beginning weight.
BY
For example: Pounds Lost (20) ÷
Beginning weight (200) = Percentage
Lost (10%). Please be aware that this is a
healthy weight loss program. First prize
OPERATIONS
will be a $500 gift card, 2nd place will be
ADMINISTRATIVE
a $250 gift card, and 3rd will be a $100
gift card. Listed below are a few helpful
ASSISTANT
tips to get you started. As with any
weight loss program, please seek advice from your physician.

STEPHANIE
LOVORN

Change Your Lifestyle
If you think you’ll just “diet” until the weight comes off, then
you’re setting yourself up for failure. Losing all the weight you want
and keeping it off requires a lifestyle change. Stop drinking sodas
and eating cupcakes and start a regular workout routine. If you really
want to lose the weight and keep it off, it’s going to require a change
in your life.

Start A Workout Routine
You’ve heard it before, it only takes 30 minutes a day to get your
metabolism into a higher gear and start burning more calories. You
can even break those 30 minutes up into two 15-minute routines or
three 10-minute routines!

Eat Smaller Meals More Often
Smaller meals help keep your metabolism charged and help keep
you from getting hungry.
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Use Smaller Plates & Bowls
You won’t be as tempted to eat large portions with smaller plates
and bowls, plus you’ll feel that your plate is full (which it will be)
and that you’re not missing out on a larger meal.

Drink More Water
Let’s face it, most of us don’t drink enough water. Try to drink at
least a gallon a day. Sounds like a lot, but if you’ll drink it in smaller
quantities more often, you’ll be surprised at how easy it is to do. A rule
of thumb I found is multiply your weight by .66 and that will give you
the ounces of water you need a day. Example: 200 lbs = 132 oz.

Drink Cold Water
Your body will have to warm the cold water up before it can use
it. This causes the body to use more energy, more energy use equals
more calories burned

Do Your Workout First Thing In The Mornings
Your body hasn’t eaten (or shouldn’t have!) since 7 the previous
night. If all’s going well, your body will be using stored fat for energy
to get you through the workout. An afternoon or evening workout
will likely use the calories you’ve taken in that day for energy.

Incorporate A Weight Training Regime Into Workout
It’s a fact, muscle burns fat. More muscle burns more fat. See how
simple that is? Don’t worry about looking like a body builder, I’m
sure that most of us won’t put in the needed time and energy to
get “bulked up”. Besides, the “I’m afraid I’ll get muscle bound” is a
cheesy excuse for not weight training for those of us with more than
a 100 pounds to lose!

Have Realistic Goals
It’s one thing to have a written goal, but be sure your goals are
realistic. There’s no use in trying to reach a 50-pound per month
weight loss goal when you can’t reach it. Start out by setting your
main goal, for example, a 100 pounds per year. Then break the large
goal down, for example, say 8-10 pound weight loss per month.
Then break that down further by setting a weight loss goal of 2-4
pounds per week. See how easy that was? Achieving your smaller

HEALTH & FITNESS
goals will give you the confidence to achieve your large
goal!
Starving yourself doesn’t work. Studies have proved
this time and time again. Give your body more smaller
meals. Your body goes into “survivor” mode when you
starve yourself.

Eat More Fiber
Fiber is good for us in several ways. One way is that it
tends to make us feel full. Some studies also suggest that
it sweeps fats out of our system.

Eat More Protein
Protein also makes us feel full. Protein is also important
in replacing and building muscle tissue. Remember,
more muscles burn more fat.

Give Up Sugar
Sugar negatively affects our body in several ways, not to
mention it adds calories.

Don’t Beat Yourself Up
You’re going to have moments of weakness and times
when you eat all the leftovers on every one’s plate at
dinner. It happens. It’s what you do about it that matters.
Don’t beat yourself up. Just get right back into your
calorie-burning ways. You might even want to workout a
little longer to try and burn some of those extra calories.

Reward Yourself
When you reach your goals, it’s OK to give yourself
a little reward. This might be a meal at your favorite
restaurant or a short trip away for a day or so. Rewards
can also be incorporated into your goals.

Eat Negative Calorie Foods
There is some research that suggests some foods take
more calories to digest than they contain. An example
would be broccoli and apples. Do your own research and
load up on these negative calorie foods.

Leave White Bread Alone
This goes for pasta, also. There are great wheat and
whole grain bread alternatives on the market now.
Wheat bread doesn’t have to be that old hard stale
tasting bread that it once was.
Good luck and let the loss begin, with a little work and
dedication you could be “MMT’s biggest loser”!
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TECHNOLOGY UPDATE

New features added to Boatsys
BoatSys continues to evolve and be more useful to
Magnolia Marine with several new features added.
After much preliminary work by Lucotech, Dino and
Karen we are beginning to implement electronic engine
room logs. Mike (Hadji) Lowry has been working
with engineers to train them on the proper use of the
system. It is currently in use on the Katherine Berry,
Stan Humphreys, Kelly Lee, Dennis Ross, Jennie
Dehmer, Ana Louis and the Mark Shurden. It will be
implemented in the rest of the fleet as time allows,
probably in the next few months.
The grocery-order module is in place and several
orders have been successfully placed using the system.
This system has several advantages over the various
ways groceries have been ordered, including greater
efficiency for shore personnel and estimated total
to help with budgeting. There have been several
suggestions for improvement which Lucotech has

quickly implemented for us.
We are working to implement National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System Vessel General Permit
in BoatSys. Although this seems fairly simple at first
glance, when we looked at the requirements and the
way we wanted to have alerts it got a little complicated.
The system will include reports for vessels and barges,
alerts for vessels and shore personnel if inspections are
missed or failed.
One feature recently added shows the versatility and
advantage of BoatSys. Customers had asked for a report
similar to the Pump Off Discharge Report previously
required. Most of the required information is already
being recorded in BoatSys. The only additional
information needed is Loading Readings or Discharge
Readings which should be recorded when the transfer
stabilizes, usually about an hour after start.

BY

JEFF
WEST

INFORMATION
SYSTEMS
MANAGER

MOVIN’ ON UP

RRecentt promotions
ti (O
(October
t b 11-March
M h 31)
We would like to take this opportunity to congratulate and
recognize those who have been promoted. Through hard work,
dedication, determination, and ever present initiative the following
employees earned promotions throughout Magnolia Marine
Transport:

Wheel House
Tracy Aiken ...................................................................................... Captain
Mike Carpenter ............................................................................... Captain
Paul Ellis................................................................................ Relief Captain
Kenny Fields ......................................................................... Relief Captain
Richard “Skippy” Robertson ............................................ Relief Captain

Engine Room
Pavel Samoylov ...................................................................Chief Engineer
Robert Dean ................................................................. Engineer Trainee I
Brandon Meadows ....................................................... Engineer Trainee I

Deck Crew
Jeffrey Thornton ....................................................................................Mate
Chip Wells ..............................................................................................Mate
Patrick Neal ...............................................................................Relief Mate
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Ben Alexander ...........................................................................Relief Mate
Barry “BJ” Gough ..................................................................... Tankerman
Ben Cooper ................................................................................ Tankerman
Billy Patrick ................................................................................ Tankerman
Kione Zimmerman ................................................................... Tankerman
Michael Gray.............................................................................. Tankerman
Joshua “Jo-Jo” Williams ........................................................... Tankerman
Corey Reno ................................................................................ Tankerman
Richard Lewis ............................................................................ Tankerman
Ethan Thompson........................................................ Tankerman Trainee
Chris Hoxie ................................................................ Tankerman Trainee
Marcus White ..............................................................................Deckhand
Patrick Dukes ...............................................................................Deckhand
Jay Welch.......................................................................................Deckhand
Chris Stanley ...............................................................................Deckhand
Delvin Kelly .................................................................................Deckhand
Jesse Holaday................................................................................Deckhand
Bobby Ford ...................................................................................Deckhand
Spencer Melancon ......................................................................Deckhand
Jonathan Costilow ......................................................................Deckhand
Rashad Hawkins..........................................................................Deckhand
Daniel Rogers ..............................................................................Deckhand
Tony Corbit..................................................................................Deckhand

COOKS’ CONCOCTIONS
PEACH CAKE
Submitted by John Anderson,
cook on M/V Ana Louise
1 box of yellow cake mix
1 can peach pie filling
2 teaspoons of vanilla
½ cup chopped pecans/walnuts
TOPPING:
½ cup sugar
1 tablespoon vanilla
ICING:
1/2 to ¾ cup of confectioner’s
sugar
1 tablespoon of milk

TOW BOAT PULLED PORK BBQ
Submitted by John Anderson,
cook on M/V Ana Louise
Two 7-Pound Pork Shoulders (Pork Butt)

S
P
ld heavily
h il with
i h Season
S
SSalt,
l
Season
Porkk Sh
Shoulder
Garlic Granules and Black Pepper. Bake at 350°
for 4-5 hours or until very tender in heavy Cast
Iron Pot. Remove from pot and cover in foil until
cool. Pull meat to separate or chop, depending on
your preference. Toss with Bull’s Eye BBQ Sauce.

Blend cake mix, pie filling
and vanilla together, add nuts,
mix until incorporated. Pour
into well-greased Bundt pan,
sprinkle on topping mixture,
bake at 350° for 45 minutes. Let
cool, then drizzle with icing.

WELCOME ABOARD

New class joins MMT family
Magnolia Marine Transport
would like to take this opportunity
to say “Welcome Aboard” to the
new class of green deckhands
and cooks who have joined the
company from Oct. 1 to March
31. The same goes for other
experienced rivermen who recently
decided to make MMT their home.
Magnolia Marine Transport has a
long tradition of hospitality and
a thorough deck-development
program available to ensure upward
mobility. The veterans of MMT will

ensure quality training, example
and output for our new employees
so they learn the ropes. MMT is
proud to be attracting top-notch
employees who keep the company
headed in the right direction. Keep
up the good work and welcome
aboard.
Members of the new class are:
r Patrick Dukes
r Chris Stanley
r Justin Wyatt
r Johnny Hill
r Michael Huskey

r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r
r

Tim Young
Henry “Hank” Cummings
Michael Thompson
Mario Williams
Fabian Kennedy
Joshua Cage
Joshua Warn
Charles Thornton
Mike Miller
Carol Mitchell
Michael Blitgen
Tommy Weeks
Daniel Rogers

BY
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THE MAGNOLIA MARINE TRANSPORT FLEET

M/V Stan Humphreys
M/V Mr. Lampton
Official Number: 1181843
Year Built: 2006
Dimensions: 110’ x 32’ x 10”-3’
Gross Tons: 342
Horsepower: 3000

M/V Linda Taylor
Official Number: 531689
Year Built: 1971
Dimensions: 110’ x 32’ x 10’
Gross Tons: 375.37
Horsepower: 3000

Official Number: 1215724
Year Built: 2008
Dimensions: 110’ x32’ x 10’-3”
Gross Tons: 444
Horsepower: 3000

M/V Kelly Lee
Official Number: 564520
Year Built: 1975
Dimensions: 147’ x 38.5’x9’
Gross Tons: 609
Horsepower: 4300

M/V Mark Shurden
Official Number: 536086
Year Built: 1971
Dimensions: 138’ x 38’6” x 9’2.5”
Gross Tons: 517.58
Horsepower: 3800

M/V Amy Frances
Official Number: 602459
Year Built: 1979
Dimensions: 140’ x 38’ x 10’6”
Gross Tons: 491
Horsepower: 3800

M/V Ana Louise

Official Number: 530987
Year Built: 1971
Dimensions: 141’ x 35’x9’
Gross Tons: 559
Horsepower: 3800

M/V Gene Neal
Official Number: 563529
Year Built: 1975
Dimensions: 136’ x 40’ x 10’
Gross Tons: 637
Horsepower: 3800

M/V Dennis Ross

M/V Jennie Dehmer

Official Number: 544705
Year Built: 1972
Dimensions: 110’ x 32’ x 10’
Gross Tons: 377.75
Horsepower: 3000

Official Number: 516188
Year Built: 1968
Dimensions: 100’ x 30’ x 10’
Gross Tons: 298
Horsepower: 2400
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M/V W.W. Crum
M/V Dorothy Lee
Official Number: 519237
Year Built: 1969
Dimensions: 81’ x 26’ x 8’
Gross Tons: 185.33
Horsepower: 1900

M/V Magnolia
Official Number: 530803
Year Built: 1971
Dimensions: 141’ x 34’6” x 10’
Gross Tons: 537
Horsepower: 3800

M/V Jody McMinn
Official Number: 1218473
Year Built: 2009
Dimensions: 110’ x 32’ x 10’-3”
Gross Tons: 444
Horsepower: 3000

M/V Valda
M/V Leslie B.
Official Number: 514553
Year Built: 1968
Dimensions: 110’ x 34’ x 8’10”
Gross Tons: 375.37
Horsepower: 2400

M/V Katherine Berry
Official Number: 1195204
Year Built: 2007
Dimensions: 110’ x32’x10’3”
Gross Tons: 444
Horsepower: 3000

Official Number: 523490
Year Built: 1969 (rebuilt 1992)
Dimensions: 120’ x 35’ x 11’6”
Gross Tons: 322
Horsepower: 3800

M/V Mari Lampton
Official Number: 1208146
Year Built: 2008
Dimensions: 110’ X 32’ X 10’3”
Gross Tons: 444
Horsepower: 3000

Official Number: 52984
Year Built: 1970
Dimensions: 87’ x 28’ x 9’
Gross Tons: 293.83
Horsepower: 1950

M/V Miss Kathy
Official Number: 555383
Year Built: 1974
Dimensions: 140’ x 38’ x 11’
Gross Tons: 686.41
Horsepower: 4300
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FAMILY FOCUS

No plain and boring yard for MMT’s Beau Cummins
By Beau Cummins
Captain, M/V Ana Louise
One of the things I like to do when I’m off the boat is working in my gardens. Not
everyday but, almost! At least I’m thinking about the next project I’m going to do!
I started gardening just because I didn’t like the way my yard looked — plain and
boring. I started digging and planting and soon found out I didn’t have any idea what
I was doing. So, I got some books, went to different public and private gardens and
developed a plan. It didn’t work out the way I had written it down, but it looked
good! So now I enjoy planting, planning and changing the way our place looks. I have
a long-term vision on how it will look eventually, and Sweet Thing is always telling
me “Be patient!” But I’m a man and I want to see the end result now! My wife and I
enjoy sitting in the back and watching all God’s creatures hanging out at the feeders.
We have squirrels, birds and one big ol’ coon that comes to eat. It truly gives me
pleasure to see all we have done together.
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FAMILY FOCUS

S
Graduating
Richard (Relief Captain on M/V Jody McMinn) and
Tammy Robertson would like to congratulate both of their
graduating seniors, Wesley Robertson and Erika Turner.
Erika will be attending McKendree College pursuing a
teaching career. Wesley is undecided at this time as to where
his future will lead after graduation.

3
New crown

Alexis Hart, the 2-year-old granddaughter of MMT’S
Stephanie Lovorn and daughter of Courtney and Jason
Hart (EMS), was crowned Lil Miss Magnolia State
Regional Pageant winner. She will be competing in the State
competition in July.
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VESSEL SPOTLIGHT
XXXX

M/V LINDA TAYLOR

A familiar face with a new name
Magnolia Marine Transport proudly announces that the M/V Hal D Miller has been
renamed in honor of Linda Taylor Lampton, young 1-year old daughter of Barton and
Amy Lampton. Barton is the son of Deborah Leslie B. Lampton III and grandson of our
company founder, Mr. Leslie B. Lampton Jr.
Some of you might remember Barton from his days spent aboard the M/V Dennis
Ross as deckhand, while on college breaks. Barton went on to
graduate from Ole Miss and returned to work at Ergon where
he serves as Manager of Eastern Region Operations for Ergon
Asphalt & Emulsions.
The former M/V Hal D. Miller was originally named in honor
of one of Mr Lampton’s business partners, Mr. Hal Miller of
Miller Transporters. The families remain friends and the Millers
are still in the trucking business.
The M/V Linda Taylor might be a familiar face in our
fleet but the vessel has a new look with over $2 million in
recent improvements. Gone are the fuel-thirsty EMD 12cylinder engines, outdated state rooms, pilot house and galley
appointments. The vessel was gutted to bare steel and rebuilt
with modern components and materials. In the wheelhouse,
V-groove cypress now adorns the walls and new console
Taylor Lampton
wings, new instruments, indicators, computers, Furuno radar,
VICE PRESIDENT, furniture, appliances and Tuflex flooring are just some of
the features this vessel has to offer. Further down the stairs
MARINE
the renovations continue into the state rooms, galley and engine room. Pride in
OPERATIONS
craftsmanship is evident throughout the entire vessel, but is especially noticeable in
the cypress and pecan wood work, cabinetry and detailed finish work all crafted by
Nightengale Cabinets of Greenville and Lee Builders in Vicksburg. More details on
the vessel renovations can be found in the Nuts and Bolts article in this Wheelwash.
M/V Linda Taylor, the third new vessel built for the then young company, Magnolia Marine Transport, has
a rich and storied history. M/V Linda Taylor was built in Vicksburg, Miss., by another young company, Big
River Shipbuilders. Big River was owned by Thomas Golding and Jack Tohill and built several boats between
1968 and 1973. Jack was considered a master boat builder and had a reputation for over-building the hull
of his boats. While the boat was being built, Ms. Kathy Stone kept a watchful eye on its progress as she
frequently made surprise visits to the shipyard. M/V Linda Taylor was launched in May of 1971 with little
fanfare and immediately went to work plying the inland rivers.
The first Captain of the new vessel was young 30-year-old Dee Pegram. Mark Shurden hired Dee
specifically to bring out the new vessel with a new captain. Dee worked at Magnolia Marine Transport for
several years until moving on to chase other ventures. It is ironic that his son, Dee Pegram Jr., now works for
Magnolia Marine Transport as Pilot aboard the M/V Katherine Berry. In addition, Dee Sr. still works on the
river and frequently trips for Magnolia Marine.
Captain Jackie Neal became Captain in 1974 and mastered the boat until his retirement in 2000. During

ROGER
HARRIS
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Captain Dick Webber

VESSEL SPOTLIGHT
his 26 years as Captain of the
M/V Hal D. Miller, many colorful
events took place. Captain Jackie
had a nickname for everyone and
even had one for the boat, the
“Floating Cash Register”. He
always believed the boat could
outwork and out-earn any other
boat in the fleet. Crewmembers
like Jerry ‘Big Daddy’ Lawson,
Erwin ‘Ricochet’ Daley, Frank
‘Nobel’ Connors and Joe Earl
Hicks were a big part of the
M/V Hal D. Miller’s success
M/V Linda Taylor
and character. There were many
escapades involving Captain
Jackie and his colorful crew, but one thing rings true, they knew how
to get the job done and worked together well!
After Captain Jackie’s retirement in 2000, his pilot Bob Reynolds
took the helm. Captain Bob continued the successful voyage of this
vessel until moving to the M/V Magnolia in 2004. Captain Bob’s
Relief Captain Dick Weber took command of the vessel and still
serves as master today. He is thrilled to see the renovation of the
“old pal”. Captain Dick says it’s like getting a new child. You look
forward to the new challenges, experiences and character and, most

of all, giving customer service with a fresh face.
Current crew of the M/V Linda Taylor includes: Captain Dick
Webber, Relief Captain Jim Wilkinson, Pilot David Williamson,
Engineer Jason Goff, Mate Mark Springstead, Relief Mate Paul
Goss, Tankerman Justin Brickhouse and Deckhand Jeremy Tucker.
We, at Magnolia Marine Transport Company, are proud of the
rich heritage of the vessel and the bright future she holds. With
a namesake of such a lovely little girl and the experience of a
competent and professional crew, we look forward to many more
years of this vessel rollin’ on the river.

From left, Deborah, Barton IV, Barton V, Amy, Taylor & Leslie Lampton
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VESSEL SPOTLIGHT
XXXX

M/V LINDA TAYLOR

The launching of M/V Hal D. Miller in 1971

Mr. Lampton and Barney Huskey examine the new Caterpillar engines
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VESSEL SPOTLIGHT

M/V LINDA TAYLOR

Captain’s Stateroom

Captain
Dick Weber,
right, and
Relief
Captain Jim
Wilkinson
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VESSEL SPOTLIGHT
XXXX

M/V LINDA TAYLOR

A bunkhouse during construction, above, and a newly renovated
bunkhouse, right

The wheelhouse during
construction, right, and modern
instrumentation in the newly
renovated wheelhouse, above
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VESSEL SPOTLIGHT

M/V LINDA TAYLOR

The new galley and
pantry of the M/V Linda
Taylor. At left is a photo
of the galley during
renovation.
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CAPTAINS’ MEETINGS
Front row:
Danny Davis, Jeff Niehaus, Andy
Minyard, Pete Foret, Donald
Bersonberger, Paul Ellis, Willie
Harrell
Back row:
Jonnie Partaine, Terry Holaday,
Richard Robertson, Frank Smith,
Gary Cochran, Mike Carpenter

Front Row:
Dick Weber, Bob Reynolds, Justin
Atkinson,Willie Ryan, Ed Oglesby,
Ronnie Cummings, Lee Lane,
Hank Pouliot
Back Row:
Johnny Mica, Tony Neal, JJ
Cochran, Rick Osborn, David Hays,
Kenny Brones, Foster Stevens,
Beau Cummins, Ralph Gustafuson
Front Row:
John Alexander, Mike Wilkinson,
John Sullivan, Kenny Fields,
Raymond Miller
Back Row:
Lee Hogue, Ed Lum, Richard Ryan,
James Wilkinson, Simmey
Brickhouse
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ANNIVERSARIES: OCT. 1, 2009-MARCH 31, 2010
Magnolia Marine Transport is known worldwide for the quality of service we provide. That would not be possible without the
support of our valued employees, who are the foundation of our company. We appreciate those employees who have been with
us for decades and for those who have only recently joined us. Thank you for your loyalty and invaluable service to MMT. Your
contributions to the success of this company are appreciated.

35 YEARS
Kenneth Brones

19 YEARS
Ella Perry

34 YEARS
Richard Ryan
Ralph Gustafson

18 YEARS
Jerry Duthu

33 YEARS
Stan Humphreys
32 YEARS
David Hays
31 YEARS
Gary Cochran
Dino Ross
30 YEARS
Waverly Artz
27 YEARS
Jeff West
Sherman Armstrong
25 YEARS
Andy Minyard
Jeff Heep

17 YEARS
James “Bubba” Thompson
16 YEARS
Ed Oglesby
15 YEARS
Pete Foret
14 YEARS
Marty Cumberland
Simmey Brickhouse
13 YEARS
Jeffrey Wilson
Beau Cummins
Barney Huskey
12 YEARS
Johnny Mica

23 YEARS
Terry Holaday

11 YEARS
Jason Goff
John Alexander
Jim Smith

21 YEARS
Bill Fuson

10 YEARS
Bernadette Miller

20 YEARS
Willy Ryan
Chris Lenoir
Don Ainsworth

9 YEARS
Sherry Silk
Joe Ponder
Hank Pouliot
Randy Butler

7 YEARS
Ronnie Cummings
Justin Brickhouse
6 YEARS
Larry Hickman
Ron Luker
Bill Kemp
Robert Oldham
Donald Tillman
5 YEARS
Carson Beck
Daniel Stapp
John Anderson
Carl Richardson
Tony King
Josh Chavers
4 YEARS
John Gallagher
Mamie House
Robert Dean
Duane Pierce
Mark Norwood
Chip Wells
Thurston Baker
Bonnie Hatten
David Fuson
Tommy Foret
Tony Nowell
3 YEARS
Chris Alford
Brandon Meadows
Antwan Robinson
Rick Smedley
Nathan Lilly

John Phillips
Raymond Parson
Corey Jones
Joseph Fuller
Donnie Borsenberger
Brian Stephens
Debra Breland
Ricky McDaniel
Raymond Little
2 YEARS
Chris Hoxie
Richard Robertson
Billy Patrick
Ben Alexander
Josh Smith
Sandra Crosswhite
Justin Beckham
Kathy LaPrarie
Daniel Dunn
Donald Mabus
Scott Sanders
Barry “BJ” Gough
1 YEAR
Paul Bessenbacher
Dennis Graham
Tim Evans
Bertha Littles
Joshua Kackley
Phyllis Long
Brenda Roberts
Scott Sanders
Robert Ryan
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NUTS & BOLTS

The new M/V Linda Taylor
undergoes transformation
BY

DINO
ROSS

VICE PRESIDENT,
MARINE
ENGINEERING

By now, most of you know the M/V Hal D. Miller
has been re-powered and re-furbished. With all the
work that has been done, it was decided to change her
name to the M/V Linda Taylor. With the re-powering
and re-furbishing of this boat, a lot of important
changes and updates were made.
The old EMDs were replaced with 3512 HD
Caterpillar Engines. Each engine will be turning 1,200
RPMs and producing 1,500 HP, thus, giving her 3,000
HP. Removing the EMD Engines and their accessories
really opened up the engine room. This gave us a lot
more room to relocate some of the systems and make
them easier to use. We added two Cincinnati model
BAF-30 ventilation stack fans. Each fan turns 1,433
RPMs and pushes 7,000 CFM of air. These fans keep
the engine room cooler and are extremely quiet. The
air-over hydraulic steering system was replaced with an
electric-over hydraulic system from Custom Hydraulic.
All rudder bushings and steering system bushings were
replaced with new Thordan bushing material that does
not require grease. The old shaft packing glands were
replaced with Wartsila shaft seals. These seals do not
require grease, but will eliminate the use of packing
and help eliminate excess bilge water.
The fuel and lube oil loading stations have been
relocated inside a containment area on both the port
and starboard side of the boat. The vents from each
tank are on a common header, and vent into the same
containment area. Some of the hull plate was replaced,
while all was blasted and painted. A 9-inch rubber
bumper was installed around the boat to protect the
hull. The capstan was also replaced, a new 35,000pound pull Schoellhorn-Albrecht Capstan. This
capstan contains a 10 HP motor with a brake system.
Near the fire pump start switch, on the outside of the
boat, the sea chest valve handle was remote mounted.
This was done so that the valve can be opened only as
needed. The entire inside of the boat was remodeled
with sound deadening insulation, FRP paneling walls,
and Tuff Flex rubber flooring.
Throughout the boat, all wiring was replaced, lights
upgraded and plumbing replaced with copper piping
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and fittings, and all vent and drain pipes were replaced
with PVC piping.
By rearranging a few things we were able to add a
6’x10’ laundry room on the starboard side, a 6’x10’
storage room on the port side, and a deck locker in
front of the boat. The laundry room contains a washer
and dryer and plenty of cabinet space.
The storage room added extra space and more
comfort for the crew. The deck locker will serve as a
place for the deck crew to do their paperwork and
get out of the weather. The galley was laid out a little
differently, giving the crew more room, plenty of new
cabinet space, all new stainless appliances and a flat
screen TV.
The wheelhouse was remodeled with cypress
boarding and updated with all the latest electronic
equipment. Each room contains new bunks and
personal storage cabinets.
There was a lot of hard work that went into repowering and re-furbishing the M/V Linda Taylor.
I would like to extend a huge thank you to everyone
involved in making this happen.
I am sure the crew will be as proud of her as the rest
of us are. Good luck and take care of her!

Electronic Engine Room Logs
On another note, the Engineering Department has
been working hard to get all the boats online with
the electronic engine room logs. At this time, we
have several boats doing their logs electronically and
are doing a great job. We have a few changes we are
still making, but we hope to have all the boats online
within the next few months.
In closing, I would like to say, we have had a cold and
hard winter. I would like to thank everyone for staying
on top of keeping the equipment running without
having fuel lines freeze like we did the last winter.
The summer is soon approaching, and I would like to
remind everyone to drink plenty of fluids and try to
stay cool. Have a great summer!

LINEWASH

Block valves enable MMT to load
4 grades of lube oil on same barge
Magnolia Marine has recently ventured
farther into lube oil movements. With
lube oil production by Ergon it was a
good match for Magnolia Marine to
assist in moving their refined products.
Magnolia Marine took four of their clean
oil barges that primarily moved gasoline/
diesel and added a few block valves and
steam coils to them. Some of the refined
products have to be heated in order for
them to be discharged at a good rate due
BY
to the viscosity of the product; for this
reason steam coils were added.
With the addition of the block valves,
these barges can possibly load four
OIL MOVEMENTS
different grades of lube oils on the same
barge. The T-branch block valves provide SUPERVISOR
a double block to ensure that there will be
no cross contamination of products in each cargo tank.

GAYLON
COX

T Block Valve
When using the T block valve to blow the pipeline with air, keep
in mind the less the valve is open the more product will be pushed
out of the pipeline. At that point the Tankerman can close the valve
against the air pressure to prevent any back flow from the cargo
tank.

Longitudinal Block Valve
The longitudinal block valve will isolate the internal pipeline
at various places on the pipeline. This valve should be used when
loading split loads. After blowing the pipeline to clear it of product,
this valve should be closed to isolate the pipeline just forward of the
next product to be loaded.
This brings on a more challenging load or discharge operation for
the experienced black oil Tankerman working for Magnolia Marine.
When dealing with refined products, there is a very small tolerance
of mixing of these cargoes that could knock the products off
specifications.
The Tankerman has to be aware of what products are being carried
on the barges, in what order they will be discharged and in the
use of the stripping system. A very crucial aspect of this type of
movement is communications between the Tankerman crew and

dock personnel.
If there is any
doubt as to what
product is on
board a barge or
a dispute with
dock personnel,
a phone call to
the office has to
be made right
then!
It will be
necessary
to strip the
T Block Valve
pipeline and/or
the pumpwell
in between
products to
eliminate any
chance of cross
contamination
of products. The
stripping system
installed on the
barge will be
used with an air
stripping pump
when one grade
Longitudinal Block Valve
of product has
been discharged
and the lineup of valves has been done to start the other grade if the
barge is loaded with different grades of lube oil. Some product will
go into the slop tanks when the pipeline and pumpwell have been
flushed when switching products.
It will be a normal operation to strip all cargo tanks to the slop
tanks after the barge is empty on the trip back to the loading port.
However some of the more viscous products can’t be stripped using
the air stripping pump due to that viscosity, meaning it’s too thick
and heavy.
Detailed procedures have been written and will soon be distributed
to the Oil (cargo) Transfer Procedures Manual. This process will also
be covered in the three upcoming Tankerman Training Classes.
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SECURITY FOCUS

From left, Chris Lenior, Jim Smith, Roger Harris, Stephen Chandler, and Brian Hall of BAE Systems

TWIC readers installed on two vessels
Just a quick update on our involvement with the
government sponsored TWIC Pilot Program.
Currently, Magnolia Marine Transport has two portable
readers — one on the M/V’s Gene Neal and another
one the Ana Louise. They are reading TWIC cards
daily.
Our latest reader is actually a HP laptop that’s running
‘CodeBench©’ software with a USB optical fingerprint
reader. This set-up will help TSA determine if there

are other low-cost TWIC solutions instead of the
pricey portable readers. Our involvement in this pilot
program will help determine future regulations that
will ultimately decide if TWIC card readers will be
required on towing vessels. Magnolia Marine Transport
is the only towing vessel pilot participant involved
in the program. An Advanced Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (ANPRM) for TWIC card readers is
anticipated sometime in the fall of 2010.

Upcoming training opportunities
Listed below are some important
past and present training dates to
remember for this upcoming year.

Captains Meetings
February 2-3
February 16-17
March 2-3

Seamens Church Institute
Simulator Training
(Houston, Texas)
January 11-13
July 12-14
November 15-17

24 t ."(/0-*"."3*/&53"/41035tAPRIL 2010

Tankerman Meetings
June 15-18
June 29 – July 2
July 13-16
July 27-30

Engineer Meetings
April 13-16

BY

JIM
SMITH

COMPLIANCE
MANAGER

QUALITY CONNECTION

Tanker Management Self Assessment guidelines
to be used to make improvements in quality
In this upcoming year you are all sure to hear the
industry buzzing about this program. The Tanker
Management Self Assessment (TMSA2) guidelines
come from the Oil Companies International Marine
Forum (OCIMF) and are a self assessment in which
companies evaluate themselves. The TMSA2 guidelines
offer a standard framework for assessment of a vessel
operator’s management system. The TMSA2 guidelines
are comprised of 12 elements that each have four stages,
each stage gradually gets more difficult to attain. The 12
Elements of TMSA2 are:
r
r
r
r
r

Management, Leadership and accountability
Recruitment and management of shore-based
personnel
Recruitment and management of vessel personnel
Reliability and maintenance standards
Navigational safety

r
r
r
r
r
r
r

Cargo, ballast and mooring operations
Management of change
Incident investigation and analysis
Safety management
Environmental management
Emergency preparedness and contingency planning
Measurement, analysis and improvement

What do the TMSA2 guidelines provide to Magnolia
Marine Transport? They provide us with a list of “Best
Practices” of industry guidelines and a tool to help
benchmark and measure the effectiveness of our quality
management systems. It’s also another tool to help
further promote continuous improvement of our quality
management systems. The ultimate goal of the OCIMF
is to provide a common format for assessments that will
reduce the number of operator review visits by multiple
chartering companies.

BY

JIM
SMITH

COMPLIANCE
MANAGER

VESSEL SAFETY AWARDS

Nine vessels top safety list
BY JIM SMITH
COMPLIANCE MANAGER

r
r

Vessel safety awards are divided in three different
categories: Gold, Silver and Bronze. Based on six
months’ review, the following vessels received sixmonth safety awards.
Congratulations to everyone for all your hard
work.
Gold Awards M/V Katherine Berry, M/V
Stan Humphreys, M/V Miss Kathy, M/V Ana
Louise, M/V Amy Frances, M/V Valda, M/V Jody
McMinn, M/V Mark Shurden, M/V W. W. Crum

Bronze Awards M/V Magnolia, M/V Dennis
Ross, M/V Hal D. Miller, M/V Mr. Lampton,
M/V Leslie B., M/V Kelly Lee, M/V Mari
Lampton, M/V Jennie Dehmer

No LTAs
Submitted all monthly safety meetings and
drills paperwork
r Submitted all quarterly paperwork and
inspections
r No major vessel accidents or property
damage
r Satisfactory vessel inspections
r Satisfactory audit (security, etc…)
r All personnel attend required training,
To qualify for the Silver award, a vessel must
achieve the following:
r No LTAs
r 1 discrepancy as described under Gold.
To qualify for the Bronze award a vessel must
achieve the following:
r 1 LTA
r 1 discrepancy as described under Gold.

To qualify for the Gold award a vessel must
achieve the following:
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SAFETY CORNER

Proper BMI needed for license renewal
These guidelines
were established
to represent
the physical
demands faced
by crewmembers
on board a
vessel during an
emergency response

The Medical and Physical Evaluation
Guidelines for Merchant Mariner
Credentials or U.S. Coast Guard
Navigation and Vessel Inspection Circular
(NVIC) 04-08 provides guidance to
medical practitioners in regards to
applicants with a Body Mass Index (BMI)
of 40.0 or higher or if the practitioner
doubts the physical abilities of the
applicant. If your BMI is 40 or higher or
your medical practitioner has doubts in
regards to your physical abilities, he or she
will need to certify that you can meet the

physical ability guidelines outlined in the
NVIC. These guidelines were established
to represent the physical demands faced
by crewmembers on board a vessel during
an emergency response. For example, the
medical practitioner may need to evaluate
your ability to carry and handle fire hoses
and fire extinguishers. Don’t wait right up
until your license renewal to know what
your BMI is, get measured right away.
Feel free to contact me if you have any
questions about BMI or for copies of the
medical evaluation NVIC.

BY

JIM
SMITH

COMPLIANCE
MANAGER

1st Seaman
Church Training Class
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PORT CAPTAIN’S CORNER

MMT right in the thick of....ice
I am sure everyone is ready
for spring. This has been a very
cold year in every state. This
winter was one for the record
books because every state got
snow. It may have been just a
dusting of snow, but it was snow
nevertheless. MMT was right
in the thick of it with several vessels that worked the frigid river
ice this year on the Upper Mississippi River and the Illinois River.
The W.W. Crum is photographed here as they worked the Upper
Mississippi River above Melvin Price Lock just north of St. Louis,
MO. They were instrumental in keeping the river open by breaking
up the ice jams above the lock so vessels could get through this area
with their barges. Our thanks to everyone that worked safely and
effectively through the 2009-2010 ice season. Safety is your priority
and it shows in the great jobs every one of you do.

Captain Minyard recognized
Captain Andy Minyard was
recognized for his 25 year of service
with Magnolia Marine. Senior
Vice President Stan Humphreys
presented him with a gift for
his accomplishments. Andy,
congratulations and our thanks for
your service and dedication to making
MMT the best towing company on the
inland waterways.

to be completed as soon as 2016. The new lock
will be 1,200 foot long by 110 foot wide and
will be a welcome addition to the Tennessee
River navigation system.

New bridge going up on Illinois River
Work is scheduled
to start on the new
bridge to replace
the EJ & E Rail
BY
Road Bridge. The
EJ & E Bridge was
built in 1888 at
Mile 290.1 on the
PORT
Illinois River. A
contractor has been CAPTAIN
selected to replace
the navigation span. The replacement
will provide 300’ of horizontal clearance
which is a increase from 120’ of clearance.
The contractor will be conducting surveys and preparing for the
construction this spring. The bridge alteration is expected to have
very little or no adverse impact on navigation. The work will take
two years to complete once it has started. This is good news for our
industry because of the hazard to navigation this bridge poses.

LESTER
CRUSE

Get radar endorsement out of the way
Seaman’s Church training now includes radar renewals. If you are
scheduled for Seaman’s Church training before your due date you
might want to get the radar endorsement out of the way while at
Houston. This will decrease the time you have to be in classes while
on your time off the vessel.

Kentucky Lock construction continues
Groundbreaking ceremonies where held on March 5, 2010, at
Kentucky Lock marking the start of the next phase of construction.
The ceremony was held to recognize the award of $40.7 million in
contracts for the start of the upper guide wall construction. This
contract is a huge milestone for the project because it resumes
construction on the new lock. The contractor will construct the
upstream portion of the new lock walls which will allow this project

Fish barrier still a safety zone
Illinois River Fish Barrier is located between Mile 296.1 to 296.7.
The Coast Guard is still enforcing a safety zone through this area.
The new rule is: If your cargo has a flash point of 140 degrees or
more you are not required to have the bow boat to get through this
area. If you are unsure if you can transit the barrier safely due to
wind, tow size or any other the concern, feel free to enlist the help of
a bow boat.
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MMT SNAPSHOTS
Relief Captain Pete
Foret and retired but
now trip Captain Jerry
Deperrodil

Daniel Rogers,
Deckhand on the M/V
Kelly Lee, organizing
front hold.

Mississippi River
near Alton
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